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Commissioner for Patents 
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Reply to Office Action Issued February 24. 2009 



Dear Sir: 



Claims 1-23 are pending in the instant application. The Examiner has concluded 
that restriction to one of the following two groups is necessary: 



Group I - Claims 1-7 and 13-17, drawn to a device for carrying out gas reactions. 
Group II - Claims 8-12 and 18-23, drawn to a method for carrying out gas 
reactions. 



1 



The Examiner explains in the Office action that the inventions listed as Groups I 
and II do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, 
under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features since 
all groups are directed to a device and method for carrying out gas reactions, but each 
group has different technical features. The Examiner further states that Group I has a 
special technical feature directed to a device for carrying out gas reactions with a flow- 
reduced zone formed in a gas flow not required for Group 11. Altematively, the Examiner 
states that Group II has a special technical feature directed to a method for carrying out 
gas reactions with a microwave-excited plasma and flow-reduced plasma zone formed in 
a gas flow not required for Group I. 

The Applicants respond to the instant restriction requirement, with traverse. It is 
respectfully submitted that the claims of Group I are directed to a device for carrying out 
gas reactions comprising a plasma reactor with a through-flow of gases, a plasma 
chamber, adjustable flow forming elements for forming a gas stream in the plasma 
chamber, and a zone of reduced gas flow. On the other hand, the claims of Group II are 
directed to a method for carrying out gas reactions and to convert the components by 
passing a stream of gas through a device according to claim 1 comprising a plasma 
reactor, a plasma chamber, adjustable flow forming elements and a zone of reduced gas 
flow. 

It is submitted that since the present invention claims a device for carrying out 
plasma reactions and a method for carrying out plasma reactions in which the device is 
used, the present invention fulfills the requirements for unity according to PCT Rule 13.1. 



Moreover, it is respectfully submitted that the Applicants* position is in agreement with 
that of the international search authority since no such objection for lack of unity of the 
present invention was lodged in the IPER. 

The above notwithstanding, the Applicants hereby elect the claims of Group I 
(which includes claims 1-7 and 13-17, drawn to a device for carrying out gas reactions) 
for further prosecution on the merits thereof. 

The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned if there are any remaining issues 
to be discussed which could expedite the prosecution of the present application. 



D. Peter Hochberg Co., L.P.A. 
1940 E. 6"*^ St. -6* Floor 
Cleveland, OH 44114-2294 
(216) 771-3800 
DPH/SM 



Respectfully submitted. 





D. Peter Hochberg 
Reg. No. 24,603 
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